
IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 32-33. Please add new claims 34-37 and amend claims 1, 2, 
6, 7, 11, 12, 16, 17, 21, 22, 26, 27 and 31 as shown below. 



1. 



!:;iirrently Amended) A data storage system comprising: 



a first volume having a first storage volume characteristic ; 

a second volume having a second storage volume characteristic ; and 

a computing node coupled to said first volume and said second volume, wherein 
said computing node includes a file system for identifying files stored by 
said first volimie and said second volume; 



wherein saimfile system includes a directory structure having a directory allocated 
to said first volume and said second volume, wherein said directory 



include s having an entry corresponding to a file maintained by said file 




system, 
identifier i 
is stored wit] 



wherein said entry includes a field containing a volume 
icative of which of said first or said second volumes said file 



2. (Currently AmenHed)vrhe system as recited in claim 1, wherein said file system is 
configured to allocate space on said first volume in response to receiving a request 
specifying said first storage volume characteristic and said second volume in response to 
receiving a request specifying V said second storage volume characteristic from a 
software application. 



3. (Original) The system as recitdd in claim 2, wherein each of said first volume and 
said second volume comprises a single Storage device. 
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4. \ (Original) The system as recited in claim 2, wherein each of said first volume and 
said ^cond volume comprises a multiple storage device system. 

5. ((Original) The system as recited in claim 4, wherein said multiple storage device 
system is a^redundant array of inexpensive disks (RAID) storage system. 



6. (Currently Amended) A file system for use in a computing node coupled to a first 
volume and a second volume, wherein said file system is configured to identify files 
stored by said first volume and said second volume, wherein said file system includes a 
directory structure yiaving a directory allocated to said first volume and said second 
volume, wherein said directory include s having an entry corresponding to a file 
maintained by said filfe system, and wherein said entry includes a field containing a 
volume identifier indicative of which of said first or said second volumes said file is 
stored within. 

7. (Currently AmendedjP^he file system as recited in claim 6, wherein said file 
system is fiirther configured to allocate space on said first volume in response to 
receiving a request specifvimgyaX first storage volume characteristic and said second 
volume in response to receiving, a request specifying a second storage volume 
characteristic firom a software application. 



8. (Original) The file system as recited in claim 7, wherein each of said first volume 
and said second volume comprises a single, storage device. 

9. (Original) The file system as recited ik claim 8, wherein each of said first volume 
and said second volume comprises a multiple storage device system. 



10. (Original) The file system as recited in claim 9, wherein said multiple storage 
device system is a redundant array of inexpensive dfsks (RAID) storage system. 
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11. \ (Currently Amended) A method of operating a file system which identifies files 
stored^by a first volume and a second volume, said method comprising: 

\ 

providing a filename corresponding to a file maintained by said file system; and 

accessing an entry in a directory structur e allocated to said first volume and said 
second volume , wherein said entry includes a field containing a volume 
Identifier indicative of which of said first or said second volumes said file 
is stored within. 



12. (Currently Ariiended) The method as recited in claim 11, wherein said method 
fiirther comprises allocating space on said first volume in response to receiving a request 
specifying a first storage^ volume characteristic and said second volume in response to 
receiving a request specimng aNsecond storage volume characteristic firom a software 



application. 



( 



13. (Original) The methoq a^/ecited in claim 12, wherein each of said first volume 
and said second volumexompfisek a single storage device. 



14. (Original) The method as recked in claim 12, wherein said first volume and said 
second volume are each a logical volui^e, wherein said each logical volume comprises a 
multiple storage device system. 



15. (Original) The method as recited iri claim 14, wherein said multiple storage 



1^ c 



device system is a redundant array of inexpensive disks (RAID) storage system. 



16. (Currently amended) A computer readable medium comprising instructions for 
operating a file system which identifies files stored by a first volume and a second 
volume, wherein said instructions are executable by a computing node to implement a 
method comprising: 
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providing a filename corresponding to a file maintained by said file system; and 

\ 

\ 

accessing an entry in a directory structure allocated to said first volume and said 
second volume , wherein said entry includes a field containing a volume 
identifier indicative of which of said first or said second volumes said file 
is stOTed within. 

17. (Currently Amtoded) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 16, 
wherein said method fiirther comprises allocating space on said first volume in response 
to receiving a request specifying a first storage volume characteristic and said second 
volume in response to r^cd^ a request specifying a second storage volume 
characteristic fi"om a software\4iplication. 

18. (Original) The computer Readable medium as recited in claim 17, wherein each of 
said first volume and said second volume comprises a single storage device. 

19. (Original) The computer readable medium as recited in claim 17, wherein each of 
said first volume and said second volmne comprises a multiple storage device system. 

20. (Original) The computer readable Viedium as recited in claim 19, wherein said 
multiple storage device system is a redundan^t array of inexpensive disks (RAID) storage 
system. 

^ 2 1 . (Currently Am^ed) A data storage system comprising: 

a first volume havi^ a first storage volume characteristic : 

a second volume havingSa second storage volume characteristic : and 

a computing node coupled t(5 said first volume and said second volume, wherein 
said computing node Includes a file system for identifying a first file 
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stored on said first volume and a second file stored on said second 
volume; 

wherein said file system includes a directory structure having a directory which 
includes a first entry corresponding to said first file and a second entry 
corresf^onding to said second file. 

22. (Currently Amended) The system as recited in claim 21 , wherein said file system 
is configured to allocate space on said first volume in response to receiving a request 
specifying said first storage volume characteristic and said second volume in response to 
receiving a request specifying^ a said second storage volume characteristic fi-om a 
software application. 

23. (Original) The system as recited in claim 22, wherein each of said first volume 
and said second volume comprises a single storage device. 

24. (Original) The system as recited in claim 22, wherein each of said first volume 
and said second volume comprises a multiple storage device system. 

25. (Original) The system as recited in claim 2^ wherein said multiple storage device 
system is a redundant array of inexpensive disks (RATO) storage system. 

26. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 



storing a first file on a first volume having a first storage volume characteristic 
based on a first set of storage characteristics\desired for said first file, 
wherein said first file is located in a directory\of a directory structure 
maintained by a file system; and 
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storing a second file on a second volume having a second storage volume 
characteristic based on a second set of storage characteristics desired for 
said second file, wherein said first second file is located in said directory. 

27. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 26, wherein said method 
further comprises allocating space on said first volume in response to receiving a request 
specifying said storage volume characteristic and said second volume in response to 
receiving a request specifying a said second storage volume characteristic from a 
software applicatic 



28. (Original) TheVnethod as recited in claim 27, wherein each of said first volume 
and said second volumeVomprises a single storage device. 

29. (Original) The method as recited in claim 27, wherein said first volume and said 
second volxmie are each a logical volume, wherein said each logical volume comprises a 
multiple storage device system. \ 

30. (Original) The method as i^ecited in claim 29, wherein said multiple storage 
device system is a redundant array of inexpensive disks (RAID) storage system. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) A computer memory containing a directory structure 
maintained by a file system having a first entry in a directory corresponding to a first file 
and a second entry in said directory corresponding to a second file, wherein said first file 
is stored on a first volume having a first set of stVage characteristics and said second file 
is stored on a second volume having a second set of storage characteristics. 

32. (Cancelled) 

33. (Cancelled) 



7 



34\ (New) The system as recited in claim 1 , wherein said entry includes another field 
contaWng an index number associated with metadata corresponding to said file. 

35. (NevsQ The system as recited in claim 34, wherein said first volume and said 
second volume^ach specify a set of methods for manipulating said metadata and for 
allocating data blocks. 



36. (New) THte file system as recited in claim 6, wherein said entry includes another 
field containing an}mex number associated with metadata corresponding to said file. 

37. (New) The file sj^em as recited in claim 36, wherein said first volume and said 
second volume each specifySa set of methods for manipulating said metadata and for 
allocating data blocks. \ 



8 



